
TO  SAVE  FOR
YOUR  NEXT

D ISNEY
VACAT ION

21 CRAZY EASY WAYS 



Transportation: $1,000.00

Disney Resort: $888.00 

Theme Park Tickets (+Hopper): $2,163.00 

Disney Dining (Food/Snacks/Meals): $419.00 

Memory Maker: $169.00 

Merchandise/Souvenirs: $400.00 

Just hearing the words Disney World evokes smiles and fond memories for so

many families. But one thing is for certain, there’s no such thing as a cheap

Disney vacation. If you’re like millions of other families wanting to enjoy the full

Disney experience (staying in a Disney resort with the dining plan, memory

maker, extra magic hours, fast passes, etc. -- I call this living in the Disney

bubble), then this info will help you get there, and maybe even quicker than

you’ve imagined.

In this guide, I’m going to talk about three main ways to set aside money for a

Disney bubble vacation. The three ways I outline are:  

1) Saving Your Money 

2) Making More Money  

3) Cutting Expenses 

First, you need to establish a Disney vacation budget. Make a list of everything

you’ll be spending money on. *Your budget should look something like this: 

(*My fictitious budget is based on a family of 4, 2 adults/2 children (ages 5 & 9)

going to Disney World for 5 days/4 nights at a value resort, with 4-day park

hopper tickets, Memory Maker, Quick Service Dining, approximately $100.00/pp

for merchandise/souvenirs, and flights running about $250.00/pp rt). 

Once you have filled in the amount needed for each area, which will look

different for each family, then it’s time to get started! 



Don’t use your savings or checking account for your Disney vacation fund.

That’s too easy to dip into. Use a separate account, not easily accessible, such

as an online only bank. It could even be an interest-bearing account. But

whatever you decide, always include savings in your monthly budget, even if

it’s only 5 or 10 percent of your earnings.

Pro Tip: Use a bank that rounds up and stashes your change with every

purchase, such as Chime. For example, if you buy something for $1.15, this

figure is rounded up to $2.00 and 0.85 will be deposited into your savings. You

won’t even miss the money and your savings will grow with each purchase!  

Bonus Tip: Transfer $1.00 to your savings daily. It’s such a small amount of

money that you won’t even notice a difference. If your Disney trip is a year

away, you’ll have $365.00 saved to put toward your Dining Plan. 

Chapter 1 - Saving Your Money

1. Set Up A Dedicated Disney Vacation Savings Account: 

https://www.chime.com/r/kimberlyjohnson143/


This can be a fun family project. Get a plastic water cooler bottle and label it

“Disney Vacation.” (If you want to get real creative, get Disney stickers and

decorate the bottle). Every day when you come home, empty all the change

from your pockets into the jug. To grow your funds quickly, have every

member of the family participate. This method works, and the beauty is, it

doesn’t feel like it’s taking money from your budget. The money you saved in

the jar should be enough for souvenirs and merch. 

Pro Tip: You can pick up a plastic water cooler jug from amazon here.  

Bonus Tip 1: When cashing in your coins DO NOT use the change machines at the grocery stores,

because these take up a chunk of your money. Instead, wrap the coins yourself and carry them

right up to your bank. 

Bonus Tip 2: Why not have your children contribute to the vacation fund with their allowance…say

at least 10%. That helps them feel more like a part of the vacation and teaches them how to save

for their future vacations when they’re out on their own. That’s a win-win in my book!

 

2. Start Savings Jar At Home

https://www.amazon.com/New-Wave-Envrio-Products-5-Gallon/dp/B003B27RAA/ref=sr_1_46?crid=18FTOL6FJFP32&keywords=water+cooler+5+gallon&qid=1559325262&s=gateway&sprefix=water+cooler+%2Caps%2C119&sr=8-46


This is a fun little thing that every member of the family can participate in.

Every time you use cash and receive a five-dollar bill back, put it in your

Disney savings bucket or jar. You will be surprised at how fast these five

dollar bills turn into hundreds of dollars that can be used toward your dining

plan.

 

3. Save All $5 Bills



Nowadays there’s so many ways to make extra cash. Let’s break down a few fun

ways: 

 

You know the drill, eBay, Craigslist, Etsy, etc. Or better yet, have a garage

sale or sell old clothes to consignment shops.

These are just a few of the delivery services available for extra cash.

Whether you’re delivering people, food, or boxes its good side hustle

money, which you can stash away toward your Disney resort fund. Check

out Uber, Lyft, Door Dash, and Amazon Flex. 

Chapter 2 - Up Your Earnings

4. Sell Your Stuff

5. Uber/Lyft/DoorDash/Amazon Flex

http://www.uber.com/
http://www.lyft.com/
http://www.doordash.com/
http://flex.amazon.com/lets-drive


Many people haven’t heard of Turo, but it’s a great way to put an extra car to

work for you. This peer-to-peer car-sharing company allows you to rent your

private car. Dominic, one car owner, says he makes $1,000 each month renting

out his 2013 Mazda 3. So if you have a spare car, why not give it a shot. A

thousand dollars a month added to your Disney fund will more than cover a

value resort, such as Art of Animation. (Check out Turo here).

If you live in an area that uses electric scooters, there’s an opportunity for you to

become a juicer. You simply locate the scooter by GPS, retrieve it, and take it

home with you to charge in your basement or garage. You get paid per scooter

you charge, which takes about 5-7 hours to charge a scooter with a low battery.

The standard pay is about $5 per charge. If you pick up 4 scooters per day,

charge and return them, that’s $20 a day, $140 per week. While you may not get

rich being a juicer, this money quickly adds up and can be good to stash away

for your transportation costs. (You can sign up for Lime here)

6. Turo

7. Electric Scooters

https://turo.com/
http://lime.bike/juicer?referral_code=JRKFOLS3


Sounds kind of mysterious, doesn’t it? Well, believe it or not, it’s a real job and

someone’s got to do it, so it might as well be you! All you have to do is be

opinionated and write about your experience with the store or restaurant where

you shopped. Easy peasy! Use this money toward your Memory Maker.

This should go without saying, but when you get your tax refund, always put

some into your savings account and then perhaps you could apply a portion

toward your Disney vacation fund. And to really maximize your refund, take out

a short-term certificate of deposit to earn extra interest on your money.

Withdraw right before your trip. Since refund checks are usually nice large sums

of money, they’re great for purchasing your park-hopper tickets. (By the way, in

most scenarios, your park tickets will usually be the most expensive part of the

trip!)

8. Mystery Shopping

9. Tax Refund

Tip: If you’re interested in

mystery shopping for

restaurants, grocery stores, or

gas stations, click this link here
or here to sign up.

http://www.bestmark.com/
https://www.marketforce.com/


 

10. Earn Money Through Smartphone Apps

This is my favorite section because nowadays there’s so many ways to make

money using apps on your smartphone. Below is a list of apps that should get

you started. Download the apps and watch your Disney savings grow!  

CoinOut: This is my favorite receipt-scanning app because they accept receipts

for EVERYTHING. Each time you scan a receipt, you get a few pennies. It doesn’t

sound like much, but those coins add up quickly! Once you’ve earned $10.00

you can cash out to PayPal or deposit it directly into your bank account. 

Fetch Rewards: Another app where you scan receipts and earn gift cards. You

can cash out for a virtual Visa or Mastercard, and use this toward purchasing

discounted Disney gift cards or for paying down on your Disney resort.

ReceiptPal: This is another great app for uploading receipts from any

retailer/store. You earn points toward rewards. 

Receipt Hog: Yet another great app rewarding you for turning in your everyday

shopping receipts. 

Dosh: This cashback app rewards you when you shop and dine at restaurants. 

Ibotta: Earn cashback on every day in-store and on-line purchases. 

Rakuten: (formerly Ebates) Earn cash back with this app by shopping at 2500

retailers. This is also where you can find promo codes, coupons, and discounts.

Put the cash back savings toward your Disney fund. 

Swagbucks: This is my everyday go to app for making money! It’s so extensive,

I’ve created a guide called: Swagging Your Way To Meet The Mouse – 16 Ways To

Make $100+ Per Month. Click here for the PDF. First step is to use my referral link

code and join Swagbucks for free. Then download my free guide here, and I will

teach you how to Swag your way to Disney making $100.00 per month! 

TopCashBack: One of the leading cash back apps in existence! From travel to

home improvements to clothing stores, check here for great percentages off

and cash back potential.  

http://www.coinout.com/referrals/new?r=HAGRADM
http://www.fetchrewards.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.receiptpalapp.android&referrer=adjust_reftag%3DcsMz6paE8MP5t%26utm_source%3DRefer-A-Friend
http://www.receipthog.com/
http://www.dosh.com/
http://www.ibotta.com/
http://www.rakuten.com/
http://www.swagbucks.com/p/register?rb=15033428&cmp=197&cxid=2003-app
http://www.topcashback.com/


 

11. Revisit Cell Phone Plan 
Does your cell phone need all the bells and whistles? You can save goo-gobs

of money just by getting rid of unnecessary features.

Do you really need the absolute fastest internet known to man? (I do…but surely

there’s a way for some of us to cut back!) And remember, this is just temporary…until

you take your big trip

12. Internet Service

Chapter 3 - Cutting Expenses



 

13. Insurance Policies

Can you revisit your car and/or auto insurance policies and see if things can

be switched up to save you money? Do you qualify for any new discounts

Do your own mani/pedi (except for the day before you go to Disney. That’s when

you go to the salon and get a Mickey-inspired look. (Or you can do what I did and

purchase some Mickey-inspired nail decals from Amazon and do-it-yourself. Check

those out here). If you can’t bear the thought of not getting your nails professionally

done, perhaps just cut back to once a month and put the extra savings directly into

your vacation fund.

14. Nix The Mani/Pedi

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01EE9QRTA/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o05_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 

15. Cut Your Visits to the Beautician/Barber

Cut or trim your own hair and your kids’ hair. Check out a few YouTube videos

and you’ll get the hang of it in no time. Again, put the savings into your

Disney savings fund.

If you don’t feel comfortable cutting

your family’s hair, I have two suggestions.

(1) Cut back a little, maybe going once

every other month to the

beautician/barber; or (2) Consider going

to a local hair school and get your hair

cut, trimmed, or colored by students

(who are overseen by a teacher) for a

nominal fee. And of course put the

money in your Disney Savings fund



 

Keep your electric bill at a reasonable rate by unplugging unused electronics

and appliances. Why pay for something you’re not even using? Also consider

switching to LEDs or at the very least CFLs. These types of bulbs are four times

more energy efficient than the regular incandescent bulbs. Replace

expensive 60watt bulbs with 14-watt LEDs or CFLs. This can potentially save

$0.66 on each bulb per month. That really adds up quickly, and the extra

savings can go directly into your Disney vacation fund.

Why spend $1.99 on a movie (unless of course it’s a Disney movie!) But

seriously, all you have to do is visit your local library and check out a movie for

FREE! Put the money saved into one of your jars

16. It's Electric

17. Say Goodbye to Redbox



 

18. Cut Your Food Budget

There are a number of things you can do to stretch your food budget, besides

the obvious of using coupons. You can also buy at farmer’s markets. (To find a

farmer’s market near you, visit localharvest.org and enter your zip code). Or

grow your own produce in your backyard. And in some cases, it’s better to buy

nonperishable items (rice, flour, sugar, salt, etc.) in bulk at Costco, Sam’s, or BJs. 

 When possible, buy the generic version. Of course, some things absolutely must

be name brand, but when it really doesn’t matter, swap the high-priced name

brand version for a cost effective generic version. Who would even notice?

If you don’t feel comfortable cutting your
family’s hair, I have two suggestions. (1)
Cut back a little, maybe going once every
other month to the beautician/barber; or
(2) Consider going to a local hair school
and get your hair cut, trimmed, or
colored by students (who are overseen
by a teacher) for a nominal fee. And of
course put the money in your Disney
Savings fund

Pro Tip #1: Don't go grocery shopping with your kids. They have a way of begging
for junk and other food items they really don't need and only increase your
spending. 
Pro Tip #2: Cut out sodas and junk food and put this extra savings in your vacation
savings jar mentioned in #2. 
Pro Tip #3: Don’t go to the grocery store hungry. We’ve heard that a million times
or more, but if you’re like me, you still do it. But you are guaranteed to come out of
the store with 20 items you don’t need! Stick to your well thought out grocery list. 

https://www.localharvest.org/columbia-md


 

19. Cut Back On Eating Out

Can you revisit your car and/or auto insurance policies and see if things can

be switched up 

This is a no-brainer. Eating out is a colossal waste of money when you’re

trying to save money. The money saved can be added to your Disney savings

jar. So take a brown bag lunch to work and skip the pizza on the weekends. If

you cannot live without these creature comforts, then maybe give mystery

shopping a try (as mentioned in #7). There are many restaurants where you

get paid to eat at nice restaurants. (Do you like Texas Roadhouse restaurant?

The link to mystery shop for them is here).

Yes, that daily Starbucks habit can cost you big bucks in the end. Make your

own coffee at home and add the extra savings to your jar.

20. Forget That Mochachino

https://www.realitybasedgroup.com/


 

So you see, saving up for Disney isn’t that difficult at all. It really comes down to

crunching the numbers to see what makes the most sense for your family. See

you there!

21. Get Rid Of Any Vices

Do you have any vices, such as smoking or drinking? Well, besides the obvious

health benefits, strongly consider giving up smoking cigarettes. If you have a

pack-aday habit, (at $7.00 a pack)  that could end up costing $2,555.00 a

year. That will take care of your 4-day park hopper tickets



 

Kimberly Johnson is the owner of Travel Kimestry. Her areas of expertise

include The Bahamas, The Caribbean, Hawaii, Mexico, Europe and ALL

THINGS DISNEY. She’s passionate about working with families who enjoy

traveling the world together. If you’re ready to plan your Disney vacation —

Kimberly would love to help make your dreams come true! Schedule your

FREE 15-minute Happily-Ever-After Disney Planning Session by clicking the

button below.

https://my.timetrade.com/book/4TKX6

