
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! You’ve made the decision to take your family to the happiest 

place on earth! That’s a pretty big decision, one that will evoke memories for years to 

come. I hope you’ve read my guide on 21 Crazy Easy Ways To Save For Your Next 

Disney Trip. If not, grab it here.  

After reading that, you’ll be ready to put these tips to good use, and help your family 

save at Disney. Please keep in mind that this guide is just that – a guide that has worked 

well for my family. Results may vary.  

1. Go During Off-Peak Times  

This can save you up to 25% on resort rates, and the parks won’t be as crowded, 

so you can ride more rides, watch more shows, and dine at restaurants that are 

extremely difficult to get reservations.  

 
Pro Tip: For help with finding a good time to visit Disney, visit www.touringplans.com. 
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2. Value Resorts  

 

One of the most expensive parts of your trip may be the resort, some costing 

$2,000+ per night! Opt to stay at the no frills value resorts, especially if you’re 

more park focused. Disney’s value resorts include POP Century, Art of Animation, 

and the All-Star resorts. (The least expensive of these is All-Star Sports, which runs 

around $110 per night, depending upon the time of year you go). Be flexible with 

dates and always look for deals and take advantage of promotions. To reserve 

your reservation, all you have to do is put down a $200.00 deposit and pay as 

much or as little as you want, (kind of like a layaway plan) and then the final 

payment is due 30 days before your trip. 

 

 
 

Pro Tip 1: If you have (or know someone who has) a camper, camp at Fort Wilderness resort for 

about $55-$75/night. You can have up to 10 people on-site with you. If you tent camp, perhaps 

get one of the meal plans so you don’t have to cook. 

Pro Tip 2: Remember, the further out you book, the more time you have to pay the balance off. 

If the cost of your resort is still out of reach, push your trip back another year so you can save 

up more money. 

Pro Tip 3: Consider a shorter stay. Who says you HAVE to do all the parks in one trip? Perhaps 

just do 1 or 2 parks over a short weekend.  



 

3. Opt Out Of Room Service 

 

You can earn money (yup, that’s right!) by opting out of housekeeping (or as 

Disney calls it, “mousekeeping”) services. Simply let the front desk know at check-

in that you don’t want your room cleaned, and they will pay YOU $10 per day! 

And you can still request clean towels and have your trash emptied daily. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pro Tip: Even though you opt out of mousekeeping, it is still appropriate for you to leave a tip.  



 

4. Pay For EVERYTHING With Discounted Disney Gift Cards  

 

You can pay for your resort, park tickets, meals, snacks, drinks, merch, Memory 

Maker and anything else you can think of with discounted Disney gift cards. You 

can use these gift cards anywhere on Disney property, including Disney Springs. 

 

 
Here’s the thing…with these cute little gift cards you can save anywhere 

between 5-12% (maybe more)! Just think about it, if you stay at a deluxe Disney 

resort for 7 nights, you’ll pay anywhere from $900-$2,000 per night, which 

would be approximately $6,300 (before taxes and using the lowball figure), a 

savings of $315.00. Not too shabby, huh? 

 

You can purchase these cards at Best Buy, Walmart, Target, Sam’s Club, BJ’s and 

many other stores. But the key is to get them at a DISCOUNT and in some cases, 

completely FREE! Although there are many ways to get discounted Disney cards, 

I’m going to tell you about one of the easiest ways that I use ALL the time in #7.  

 

 

Pro Tip: These gift cards never expire. 



 

 

5. Grocery Delivery  

You can order groceries from Amazon, Insta-Cart, Garden Grocer, among others 

stores, and have them delivered right to your resort room.  This is a great service 

and can save you a LOT of money.   

 

Pro Tip: If you’re not in your room at the time of delivery, the front desk will be happy to hold 

your items for you. 

 

6. Opt Out Of Dining Plan  

 

The dining plan can may or may not be worth it for your family. There are a lot 

of variables, so crunch the numbers to decide whether it’s right for your family.  

 

Otherwise, bring your own food or order groceries as mentioned in #6. For 

breakfast, you could boil water with the in-room coffee pot and add it to some 

instant oatmeal. Stir in some fresh strawberries, blueberries and almonds for the 

perfect breakfast right in your own room! That may not be as fun as meeting 

Cinderella and Belle at a character meal, but it will save a lot of money. 

 

7. Target Red Debit Card 

 

This strategy works with both the Target credit card AND the Target debit card, 

however, with the debit card there’s no credit check. With this card you’ll get 5% 

off on all purchases, INCLUDING DISNEY GIFT CARDS!! Learn more about the 

Target debit card here: https://www.target.com/redcard/about. 

 

Pro Tip: Once you begin purchasing these gift cards, you may have quite the collection of them. 

Use Disneygiftcard.com to combine gift cards by transferring the balance onto one card. Up to 

$1,000 per card. 

 

https://www.target.com/redcard/about
http://www.disneygiftcard.com/


 

8. Bring Food To The Parks  

Thankfully bringing food inside the parks is allowed, so take advantage of this. 

Pack your PB&J sandwiches, apples slices, applesauce pouches, baby carrots, 

chips or whatever your family enjoys. And if something needs to stay cool, like 

tuna or deli sandwiches, pack a bottle of frozen water or Gatorade in a small soft 

cooler. (You can get a great one on Amazon here) Rent a locker to hold your 

food so you don't have to lug it around all day. 

If you prefer actually dining at Disney restaurants, there’s a couple of ways you 

can do that too AND save money. (1) Share an adult meal (and of course pay with 

discounted gift cards)! Adult portions are huge and definitely shareable! Or (2) 

Order off the kids’ menu at quick service restaurants. Kids meals are filling and 

come with a drink and sides. (again, use discounted gift cards!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pro Tip: Look at the restaurant menus where you plan to dine so you can see how much you’ll 

spend, and budget exactly for that dollar amount. For a list of all Disney World restaurants and 

menus, click here. 

https://www.amazon.com/Coleman-Collapsible-16-Hour-Retention-Soft-Sided/dp/B07MM67QNJ/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=small+soft+cooler&qid=1578277788&sr=8-8
disneyworld.disney.go.com/disneyworld/dining


 

9. Bring Your Own Water Bottles to the Parks  

 

You don’t have to load yourself down with a bunch of water bottles in your 

backpack. Simply bring one water bottle for every person in your family and refill 

in the park as necessary for FREE. More and more refillable water bottle stations 

are popping up all over the parks. And also, you can get a free cup of water at 

most quick service restaurants all throughout the parks.  

 

 

10. Character Meal Brunch 

If your child really wants to meet and greet Disney characters they know and love 

so well from movies and books, make reservations for brunch because it’s usually 

cheaper. Also by having brunch you'll be full almost up until dinner and really 

only have to worry about an afternoon snack and then dinner. 

  

Pro Tip: Eat a light breakfast at the resort, just enough to hold you until your brunch reservation. 



 

11. Book During Free Dining  

 

Every year Disney offers a free dining plan. When they do, TAKE ADVANTAGE 

OF THIS! This is a HUGE deal and should not be missed!! 

 

Pro Tip: The key is to book early (you only need a $200 deposit) and make small payments using 

discounted cards when possible.  

 

12.  Disney Chase Visa Debit Card  

 

Although some prefer Disney’s Chase Visa’s credit card because of the cash back 

rewards, the debit card is great too because of the many perks, such as 10% 

discount on dining at certain restaurants. (*For a list of all the restaurants, see 

below).  

 

You also get 10% off any merch you buy $50.00 and over at many gift shops. This 

includes any shopping you do on www.shopdisney.com. You also get 15% off 

some tours at Disney World. But my favorite perk is meeting exclusive Disney 

characters at a private location in the parks. You don’t know who you’ll meet, but 

here’s who we met… 

 

 



 

13. Free Transportation 

 

When you fly into Orlando International Airport (MCO) and stay at a 

Disney resort, don’t rent a car. Instead, take Disney’s Magical Express, 

which is their very own free transportation to and from the resorts. 

Once you have your flights secured, contact Disney to let them know 

your arrival and departure times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14. Buy Disney Souvenirs Before You Leave Home  

 

Disney parks charge a ridiculous amount of money for the same stuffed animals 

you can get BEFORE you go to the park. Plan in advance to visit a Disney store at 

your local mall (or shop online at www.shopdisney.com and use your Chase Visa 

debit card for your 10% off) and buy your kids souvenirs. This will save you so 

much aggravation and most importantly dollars. Just remember to bring them 

with you on the trip! The morning you go to your first Disney park, surprise your 

child with the stuffed animal. They'll be super happy and so will you. Win-win for 

everybody! 

 

 

 

Pro Tip: You also have the option of going to the Dollar Store, WalMart, or even a souvenir shop 

once you arrive in Florida. Your child will never know the difference. This will save you TONS of 

money! 



 

15. Bring Your Own Costume  

 

If your daughter is into girly things, absolutely take her to Bibbidi Bobbidi 

Boutique, but instead of buying your little princess a princess gown, (the lowest 

package is about $70.00) purchase a princess costume from Amazon or Ebay 

before leaving home. Just let the boutique do her hair, nails and makeup. (They 

get to keep their makeup pallet with eye shadow, lip gloss and blush)! Maybe 

they’ll sprinkle a little pixie dust in their hair. 

 
 

Pro Tip 1: Be sure to bring comfy shoes to go along with the dress. 

Pro Tip 2: Adults aren’t allowed to wear costumes in the parks, except on certain occasions, so 

please do your research! 

 

 

16.  Don’t Park Hop  

 

Aside from the resort, the biggest expense is the park tickets. However, there are 

ways to keep costs down. One way is by not purchasing park hopper tickets, 

which allow you to visit all four parks in the same day. 

 

There are great benefits to park hopping, like going to a different park if the park 

where you are gets too crowded. And also you can go to the park that has extra 

magic hours, which will probably be the busiest park for that day, then go to a 



 

different park for the remainder of the day. Or if your park closes early, due to a 

special event, you could easily go to one of the other parks. 

 

But is park hopping absolutely necessary? Nope! If money is tight, go to one park 

per day and save the extra money.   

 

Pro Tip: And remember, you don’t have to get tickets for the duration of your stay in Florida. 

You can actually visit a park a day and then spend a day or two enjoying the resorts. For some 

ideas on what to do on your non-park days, click here. 

 

 

17. Mid-Day Park Tickets 

 

I absolutely love this option! I’ve used it before and will definitely use it again, as 

long as Disney continues to offers this as an option. Mid-Day tickets cost much 

less ($88 per person per day as opposed to $188 per person per day.) These 

tickets allow you to sleep in or enjoy resort amenities or eat a nice breakfast at a 

restaurant and then enter the park at 12 noon until the park closes. This is great 

for families with little ones or anyone who doesn’t want to get up at the crack of 

dawn for rope drop.  

 

Pro Tip 1: I’ll let you in on a little secret…we showed up at 11:30 AM and were allowed to enter 

early! 

Pro Tip 2: You can also add park hopper options to these tickets for an additional cost $60 per 

ticket.  

 

 

18. Don’t Rent A Stroller At The Parks 

 

Don't rent the strollers from the Disney parks, they're expensive and hard and 

uncomfortable. And you certainly don't have to lug around your own. Simply call 

a company, like Kingdom Strollers, and they will deliver a stroller to your room at 

your hotel. It is much more comfortable! 



 

19.  Memory Maker  

 

While getting the Memory Maker is not an absolute necessity, it is absolutely 

worth the price because they are professional photographers AND it’s one way 

to get everyone in all the pictures. If you purchase this package at least three days 

before your arrival, it will cost $169.00. If you wait until later to purchase this 

package, it will cost you $199.00. Plan ahead and get the cheapest price. You get 

digital copies of all the pictures taken, but you are responsible for downloading 

and printing them. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

20. Bring Rain Ponchos  

 

It rains a lot in Orlando, sometimes as much as every day. And by rain I 

mean monsoons, all within a matter of seconds! Be prepared by bringing 

your own poncho, which you can purchase from the Dollar Store, Walmart 

or Amazon for much cheaper than those sold at the Disney parks. 

 
 

Pro Tip: If it rains while you’re at the parks, try to stick it out because many people leave, and 

you’ll be able to ride practically anything you want with short-to-no wait time. (You can find the 

ones I purchased on Amazon for $11.98 here). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*(Chase Visa restaurants where you can get 10% off include: Boma, Sanaa, Jiko—The Cooking Place (restrictions       

apply), ESPN Sports Club and Flying Fish (restrictions apply), The Wave…of American Flavors, Trail’s End 

Restaurant,  Citricos (restrictions apply), Grand Floridian Cafe, Narcoossee’s, Olivia’s Café, Kona Café, Boatwrights 

Dining Hall, The Turf Club Bar and Grill, Artist Point (restrictions apply), Whispering Canyon Café, Ale & Compass 

Restaurant, Cape May Café, Tiffins, The Hollywood Brown Derby (restrictions apply) Hollywood & Vine (restrictions 

apply), Biergarten Restaurant (restrictions apply), Coral Reef Restaurant (lunch only), Le Cellier Steakhouse (lunch 

only), Rose & Crown Dining Room (lunch only), Jungle Navigation Co. Ltd. Skipper Canteen, ESPN Wide World of 

Sports Grill, French Market, River Belle Terrace, Cocina Cucamonga Mexican Grill, Wine Country Trattoria, and 

Paradise Garden Grill, Steakhouse 55, Disney’s PCH Grill, Storytellers Café, Wind & Waves Grill). 

https://www.amazon.com/Hagon-PRO-Disposable-Ponchos-Premium/dp/B076ZHMR3S/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2K9CRIYR0TMM9&dchild=1&keywords=hagon+pro+disposable+rain+ponchos+for+adults+5+pack&qid=1577841844&sprefix=hagon+pro%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-1

